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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1, 5, 9, 11, 12, 18, 22, 26, 
29, 31 and 35 as follows: 



(Amended) A mower head comprising: 
a deqk having at least three sides and at least 
one side wall depending from said deck; 

at leatet one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an\axis extending through said deck, said 
deck being disposj^x^pve and generally parallel to said 
blade; and 

a guard assembly comprising: 

an a'^tujating member mounted on said deck, 
a guaYrd attached to said actuating member 
and pivotally attached to said deck along two of said at 
least three sides of feaid deck, and 

a flap\ depending from said guard and 
movable in relation \:o said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a plane spafced from a plane of said guard. 




5 . ( Twi 
wherein two of 
to each other and 
positioned at an 



ended) The mower head of claim 4 

ck at least three sides are normal 
third of said at least three sides is 
tuse angle in relation to said two of 



said deck at leastlthree sides. 



9. (Amen 
a dec 
at le 
said deck on an 
deck being dispo 



as 



mower head comprising: 
t least three sides; 
tting blade rotatably mounted to 
tending through said deck, said 
e and generally parallel to said 
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blade; ^nd 

v a guard assembly comprising: 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 
a hinge extending between two of said at 
least three siMes of said deck, 




O^d attached to said actuating member 
and pivotally at/fckcn^sl to said deck via said hinge, and 

a which depends from said guard and is 

movable in relatioA to said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a plane spxaced from a plane of said guard. 



11. (Amer 
of said at le 



ded) The mower head of claim 9 wherein one 
st three sides comprises a plurality of 



angled sections!. 



12. (Ame 
said guard inc 




ed) T*ie mower head of claim 11 wherein 
.uob^ a first wall which comprises a 
plurality of angled sections which matingly interconnect 
with said angled! sections of said one of at least three 
sides and a second wall which comprises a plurality of 
angled sections 
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A mower head comprising: 



(T^ice Amended) 
a de\:k comprising: 

it least four sides, and 

tl&rjfer&x^side walls, one depending from each 
of three of said ^tXea^t; four sides, wherein two of said 
three side walls/a^e rigid; 

at leastv3*ie\ cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an axfVJ extending through said deck, said 
deck being disposed a\ove and generally parallel to said 
blade; and 

a guard assembly comprising: 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 
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hinge extending between two of said at 
least four tides of said deck, 

a\ guard attached to said actuating member 
and pivotally atttaerhed to said deck via said hinge, and 

\which depends from said guard and is 
movable in relXtion to said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a pl^hfe spaced apart from a plane of said 
guard. 



22. (Amendsd) The mower head of claim 21 wherein 
said guard includes a first wall which comprises a 
plurality of a^cled sections which matingly interconnect 



with said angled 
sides and a sec 
angled sections. 



K^leu sec 

.ecis^sctions of one of said at least four 
on|l wall which comprises a plurality of 



26. (Amended) A mower head comprising: 
a de<3fc having at least three sides; 
at lea^t one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an\axis extending through said deck, said 
deck being disposed /above and generally parallel to said 
blade; and 

a guard /aes^bly comprising: 

anv actuating member mounted on said deck; 
a gu^WJ pivotally attached to said deck at 
an obtuse angle in relation to sides of said deck which 
are adjacent opposed\ ends of said guard, said guard 
including a first wall which comprises an approximately 
straight edge and a\ second wall which comprises a 
plurality of angled sections, and 

a flap whvLch depends from said guard and is 
oriented in a plane spaqed apart from the plane of said 
guard. 




29. (Amende 




e mower head of claim 26 wherein two 
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of said dqck at least three sides are normal to each other 
and a th¥sd of said deck at least three sides is 
positione^LAat an obtuse angle in relation to said two of 
said at least three sides. 



31. (Amtended) A mower head comprising: 
a deck having at least three sides; 
at least one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on ah axis extending through said deck, said 
deck being dispqsed above and generally parallel to said 
blade; 

embly comprising: 
Linge\ extending between two of said at 
.sard deck, 

ivotally attached to said deck via 



a guar 
a 

least three sid 

a 



ird 

\ 



said hinge; 

a holding member for holding said guard in 
one rotational position in relation to said deck; and 

a fl\ap extending from said guard and 
movable in relation to said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a plane \ spaced apart from a plane of said 
guard* 



35. (Amended) A bower head comprising: 

a deck comprising at least four sides, 
at least on? tutbkng blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an axi/fe v^xtend^ig through said deck, said 
deck being disposed { abofeN^n^ generally parallel to said 
blade ; 

a guard asse^lyl comprising: 

a hinge mounted on said deck, said hinge 
extending at an obtuse angle in relation to sides of said 
deck adjacent opposed ends of said hinge, 

a guard piv^tally attached to said deck via 

said hinge; 
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flap extending from said guard and is 
movable with respect to said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a pl\ane spaced apart from a plane of said 
guard; and, 

ige assembly for pivoting said guard 
in relation to sa^hd^ d£ck, a first portion of said linkage 
assembly being mourited to said guard and a second portion 
of said linkage asslembly being mounted to said deck. 



Please add new claims 38-40 as follows: 



38. The rlower head of claim 1, wherein said flap is 
a resilient, orjpcpiece flap. 

39. The m$t?o^ head of claim 9, wherein said flap is 
a resilient, on^Vpiece flap. 



40. the mower head of claim 18, wherein said flap is 
a resilient, oneVpiece flap. 
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